
 

 

 

Grundtvig Learning Partnership“Learning Positive Discipline” (LPD) 
 

A  material integrating the results of survey "Education of children on positive discipline. Highlights and 

current practice in Europe" of all partners to identify differences and similarities. 
Specific task for Latvia and Estonia 

Latvia has analized the similarities. 

Similarities. 

Section III, Disciplinary methods: 
1. Vast majority of partners say that children are punished and rewarded by both parents 

equally, just German survey shows slight mother’s dominance in this area. Second place 

definitely goes to mother as punisher and rewarder. This indicates that mothers feel more in 

charge of upbringing of their children. 

2. Parents in all partner countries tend to avoid material rewards, the most popular awards 

are verbal rewards – encouragement and praising, second place goes to physical affection, 

e.g. hugging. In German families parents prefer financial and material rewards to non-

materialistic forms of rewarding. 

3. Vast majority of parents prefer calm discussion of the problem as the main disciplinary 

strategy in all partner countries, reducing pocket money is also a method that is used now 

and then, similarly to temporary prohibition of certain activities but some partners have not 

mentioned these methods at all.  

4. Almost all parents reject physical punishment, they are strongly against violent 

disciplinary methods both verbal and physical. All researches show a tendency of rejection 

towards the authoritative style of discipline. However, in many countries children have to 

experience consequences of their deeds, what is normal because this is what teaches 

children. 

5. Almost 100% of respondents have never locked their children in a dark room or left 

without food. They rarely spank or slap children. 

6. In all partner countries we can observe that there is a direct link between the parents’ 

family situation as a child and the current situation with their family because 

behaviours reported by parents who responded and those adopted by their parents when they 

were children themselves match. There are some changes, rather positive, away from very 

strict and harsh upbringing 

7. Physical punishment is considered a completely inappropriate disciplinary method. All 

partners agree that beating damages relationships between parents and children but to a 

different extent in different countries. Many partners say that beating is not necessary, 

should never be used and is a sign of parents’ helplessness dealing with children’s 

misbehaviour. 

Thank you for attention! 
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